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PROGRAMME
Thursday 16 June 2011

9.30 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

10.45 WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

11.15-12.45 SESSION 1:  
 MODELLING EMPIRES  
 AND BUREAUCRACY  
 Max Weber: the bureaucratic analysis  
  of imperial structures Sam Whimster 

  Colonial states, imperial bureaucracies,  
and social science: rethinking Bourdieu’s  
Field Theory on an imperial scale  
George Steinmetz

12.45-14.15 Lunch 

14.15-15.45 SESSION 2: LATE ANTIQUITY  
 ‘The Late Roman Empire was before all things  
 a bureaucratic state’. Discuss Michael Whitby

 Bureaucracies, elites and clans: the case of   
 Byzantium, c. 500–1100 John Haldon

15.45-16.15 Tea & coffee

16.15-17.45 SESSION 3:  
 THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES 
  Ibn al-Muqaffac, the wise jackal: conflict and 

cooperation between Arab rulers and Persian 
bureaucrats at the formation of the Islamic 
empire István Kristó-Nagy

 Charlemagne and Carolingian military  
 administration Bernard Bachrach

 Ottonian Fiscal Administration in Myth and   
 Reality, 919–1024 David S. Bachrach



Friday 17 June 2011

9.15-10.45 SESSION 4:  
 THE LATER MIDDLE AGE 
  The Angevin Empire: ‘In some ways like  

the recent empire in India’ John Gillingham

  The parchment empire-builders: bureaucracy 
and the imperial idea in Western Europe,  
c. 1250–c. 1440 Len Scales

10.45-11.15 Tea  & coffee 

11.15-12.45 SESSION 5:  
 EARLY MODERN EXPANSION  
  Empire and bureaucracy in the  

Spanish monarchy, c. 1492–1825 Chris Storrs

  Britons’s overseas empire before 1780:  
overwhelmingly successful and  
bureaucratically challenged Jack P. Greene

12.45-14.15 Lunch 

14.15-15.45 SESSION 6:  
  THE HIGH AGE OF EMPIRE    

 ‘Les enfants du siècle’: an empire of the young 
professionals and the creation of a professional, 
imperial ethos in Napoleonic Europe  
Michael Broers

  Bureaucrats, oligarchs or ‘kings of the bush’? 
The administrative ideologies of  
British imperialism John Darwin

15.45-16.15 Tea & coffee

16.15-17.45  SESSION 7:  
THE END OF EMPIRE?  
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
From chief to technocrat: redefining colonial 
authority in post-World War II Africa 
Frederick Cooper

 The unintended consequences of bureaucratic  
 modernization in post-World War II British Africa 
 Timothy Parsons



Saturday 18 June 2011

9.15-10.45 SESSION 8:  
 IMPERIAL PERSPECTIVES  
 FROM BEYOND EUROPE 
 Creating and re-creating a huge empire:  
  reflections on the connections between imperial 

China’s bureaucracy and its size Patricia Ebrey

  Bureaucracy without writing: governing the 
Inca empire, c. 1440–1533 Chris Given-Wilson

10.45-11.15 Tea & coffee

11.15-12.45 SESSION 9:  
  RESPONSE AND ROUNDTABLE      

Respondent: Nicholas Canny

SPEAKERS’ AFFILIATIONS 
• Bernard Bachrach, Minnesota  
• David S. Bachrach, New Hampshire  
• Michael Broers, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford  
• Nicholas Canny, University College Galway  
• Frederick Cooper, New York University  
• John Darwin, Nuffield College, Oxford  
• Patricia Ebrey, University of Washington  
• John Gillingham, London School of Economics  
• Chris Given-Wilson, St Andrews  
• Jack P. Greene, Johns Hopkins  
• John Haldon, Princeton • István Kristó-Nagy, Exeter  
• Timothy Parsons, Washington University in St Louis  
• Len Scales, Durham • George Steinmetz, Michigan  
• Chris Storrs, Dundee  
• Sam Whimster, London School of Economics  
• Michael Whitby, Birmingham



This colloquium brings together a stellar cast of historians and 
theorists of empire who will explore the role of bureaucracy 
in European empires from late antiquity to the modern world. 

Bureaucracies provided empires with a means of articulating 
power and marshalling resources in regions remote from the  
imperial core. But while the growth of bureaucracy underpinned 
much of Europe’s expansionist dynamic, it also served in  
certain cases as a drag on imperial power, creating tensions that 
led ineluctably to fragmentation and colonial independence. 

The colloquium seeks to move investigation of the concept of  
‘bureaucracy’ beyond its narrow institutional sense (an aspect 
of the subject closely investigated by an older school of imperial  
historians). Instead it sets out to explore how bureaucracy operated 
as an aspect of the social systems and political cultures of empires. 

Imperial bureaucracies varied enormously in terms of complexity 
and ‘rationality’ across the millennium and a half to be explored 
by the speakers. The colloquium will stimulate cross-chronological 
comparisons while simultaneously throwing up instructive contrasts 
and evidence of change over time. In particular it offers a unique 
opportunity to challenge the abiding association of bureaucratic 
rationality with modernity and the so-called ‘rise of the West’.  
To frame that debate, the speakers include sociologists and  
political scientists, while responses by historians of non-Western and  
non-literate empires will place the case studies from European history 
in world-historical perspective. Collectively the papers will make a 
major contribution to the diachronic study of European empires.

Subjects to be addressed by the participants include:

•  The utility of Max Weber’s concept of bureaucracy for historians of 
empire from Late Antiquity to the twentieth century.

•  How the growth of bureaucracy served to knit empires together 
and/or break them apart.

•  The tension in empires between centralized and devolved rule.

•   The success of certain empires despite (or because of) their limited 
bureaucratic apparatus.

•  The equation made between bureaucracy and civility in the  
literature and apologetics of empires.

•  The role of bureaucrats in disseminating metropolitan political 
culture throughout empires and in encouraging the growth of 
‘colonial nationalism’.

•   The assimilation of native bureaucratic practices and the imposition 
of central models (including systems of law) on the peripheries.
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Information and Registration
Contact  
Dr Peter Crooks,  
Department of History,  
Trinity College, Dublin 2, Ireland 
empires.bureaucracy@gmail.com  
+ 353 1 896 1368 
www.tcd.ie/history/empires

Registration Fee 
€140 (includes lunches, refreshments and conference dinner) 
Places are limited. Advance booking is required.

Accommodation 
Accommodation is not included in the registration fee.  
Special rates will be available to delegates at hotels in  
Dublin city centre. To avail of these rates, please contact  
the conference organizers and ask for a hotel booking form.

Student Bursaries 
Bursaries are available for postgraduate and  
postdoctoral students. Interested parties should contact  
the conference organizers.

The Irish Chancery Project
This conference is being organized by the IRCHSS-funded Irish 
Chancery Project, Medieval History Research Centre, Trinity  
College, Dublin, with support from the Trinity Long Room Hub.

The Irish Chancery Project seeks to reconstruct the records of the 
medieval Irish chancery, which were destroyed in an explosion in the 
Public Record Office of Ireland at the Four Courts, Dublin, in 1922. 

A new Calendar of Irish Chancery Letters (CIRCLE) will be launched 
online in June 2011. It will bring together all known letters enrolled on 
the Irish chancery rolls during the Middle Ages (1244–1509) using 
copies, transcripts and calendars ranging in date from the fourteenth 
to nineteenth centuries and located in various archival repositories in 
Ireland, England and the U.S.A. A three-volume print edition is in  
preparation and will be published by the Irish Manuscripts Commission.

For further information on CIRCLE, contact Dr Peter Crooks: 
pcrooks@tcd.ie • www.irishchancery.net


